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STARTING POINT
(Latest News and Views from the Editorial Staff)

With the production of Newsletter 20, the N/N Society — Australia has been
operating for five years. During that period the membership has been main-
tained at around one hundred and twenty. Hopefully this is an indication that
we're doing something right! The newsletter has improved in quality over that
period, and we aim to continue that trend.

The Society has been fortunate to have been served by a group of enthusiastic
office bearers and we thank them for their past efforts. Having done the hard
work of creating a functional Society, the task now is to keep things going.
To this end, it would be nice to see some 'new blood' on the executive, and
interested members are invited to put themselves forward for selection at the
A.G.M. (see Society News).

Enthusiasm is the lifeblood of any organization and ours must be maintained if
we are to thrive over the next five years. It's up to you!

* % *

Members have continued the excellent rate of contribution of newsletter
articles so, for the second issue in a row, the newsletter has run to twelve
pages. Many thanks to all those who have made the effort to keep us informed
and interested. Dr. Ian T. Nisbet.

(NES)-BITS & PIECES
(Snippets of General Interest)

NEW MEMBER 1990/1991: We welcome Jason Heeps of Newry Street, Prahran, Vic-
toria, the 1latest N/N to join the society. Jason shares the same emigrant
ancestor as the editor. I hope to meet Jason when his grandmother, Pearl
Nesbit of Castlemaine, arranges another family get—together in the Spring.
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EUROPE, ENGLAND AND IRELAND TOUR: Jack and Margaret Nesbitt of Paynesville,
Victoria, commenced their tour on June 15.

Although they will be touring with a commercial group they hope to make
contact with N/N's. We all hope that the tour is a success and that they find
the northern summer a welcome break from our winter. We look forward to
learning of their experiences on their return.

* ¥ %

HOLIDAYING IN THE SUNSHINE STATE: Evelyn and Tom Clark of Eden Hills, South
Australia, travelled north to enjoy the Queensland sun and are, at the time of
writing, at Hervey Bay Queensland. And what a lovely spot for a holiday at
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this time of the year! Hervey Bay is between, Bundaberg, Pialba, and Fraser
Island, about 185 miles (297 km) to the north of Brisbane.

Evelyn wrote: "We finally made it to 'Sunny Queensland' where we had three
days of non-stop drizzle! Had a great trip up at our own leisurely pace.
Parkes observatory was interesting. Tonight we go looking at fish and coral by
torchlight — Fraser Island next."

Evelyn doesn't mention how long they will be away. I've been advised that
the wet season ended in February, so the three days of drizzle is not the norm
for this time of year, and they may look forward to many nice sunny days.

BROWN CLAN GATHERING: Colin and Dot Nesbit
of Ascot Vale, Victoria, attended a reunion
at Castlemaine, Victoria, for members of the
Brown family, descendants of Paul (1799~
1870) and Mary Brown, nee Hulbert (1806~
1887), who arrived at Melbourne from England
with six of  their 8 children on the
"Hooghly" in 1851.

Over 350 members Australia wide, and a
lady from New Zealand, attended the historic
event which was spread over the weekend of
27th-28th April.

On the Saturday there were various
activities during the day and evening.

Sunday began with a church service led
by the Rev. Wayne Brown of the Uniting
Church, Burwood East. A display area was
arranged in the Castlemaine Town Eall which
included 28 metres of family trees together
with the Hulbert family bible (loaned for
the occasion) which dates back to 1790.

"Eight Brown Threads" (what an apt
title, Ed.) by Alleyne Hockley, a biograph-
ical history of Paul and Mary Brown and
their descendants was available. Copies of
the book of 256 pages and some 250 photo-
graphs and illustrations are still obtain-
able from Alleyne Hockley, 24 Walker St.,
Castlemaine, Vic. 3450.

Colin Nesbit is descended from gr. gr. grandparents Paul (1799-1870) and Mary Brown, nee
Hulbert (1806-1887) of Slaughterford and Wiltshire, England, respectively.

Paul Brown (1836-1923) was the fourth of their eight children and in 1858 he married Mary
Baylis (1840-1908) in Melbourne. They are pictured above: Colin's gr. grandparents.

The ‘'Link' with Colin Nesbit's clan was completed when Mary Ann Brown (1859-1919) a daughter of
Paul and Mary Brown, nee Baylis, married James Nesbit (1859-1908) in 1885 at Neilborough, Victoria.

For those N/N's with Brown links who may be connected with this family, please contact Dot
Nesbit, 96 Langs Road, Ascot Vale, Victoria 3032.

* ¥ *

NESBITT/NISBET ARRIVALS 1IN AUSTRALIA: The society has comprehensive lists of
N/N arrivals at Melbourne (1840-84) prepared by Graeme Nisbet of Mitcham,
Victoria; and arrivals free — Hobart Town and Launceston 1827-1855 prepared by
Prof. Ian G. Nisbet of Canberra, A.C.T.

A copy of these lists may be obtained by sending to the editor a stamped
self-addressed envelope, and stamps to the value of 80 cents to cover photo—



copying, four pages at 20 cents each.

We hope to compile lists for the other states and invite members to supply
relative information which may be obtained from the Public Records Office or
Stat§ Library. (The Naesbit(t)s and Naisbit(t)s remember, are also of our
clan).

¥ ¥ ®

MISS NISBET OF DIRLETON: In a recent letter to the editor, Mrs. B. Lesley
Elsley (nee Nisbet) of Earlwood, New South Wales, enclosed a photocopy of a
piece of sheet music which her son Evan, a violinist, came across when
searching some Scottish melodies; the title, "Miss Nisbet of Dirleton". Now
that strikes a chord!

Lesley posed the question: .e...Are we confined to imagine the
gracefulness and/or beauty of 'Miss N of D' inspired some Celtic bard to
immortalize her in melody, or does history record her attributes?"

"

The Miss Nisbet referred to, is, without a doubt, Mary Nisbet of Dirleton
(1777-1855). Her father was William Nisbet (4) (1747-1822), the last of his
Dirleton Nisbet line, the great grandson of William Nisbet (2) (d. 1733).

Mary Nisbet of Dirleton married firstly, Thomas (7th Earl of Elgin and 11th
Earl of Kincardine) in 1799; and secondly, Robert Ferguson of Raith in 1808.

Thus, she was the Duchess of Elgin during her marriage to the Earl of
Flgin, the collector of the famous Elgin marbles. In later years she was known
as Mrs Christopher Hamilton Ferguson.

By the death of her mother in 1834 she succeeded to the estates of Biel,
Dirleton, Innerwick and Bloxholm.

There is a portrait of her in the Scottish National Gallery.

In addition to this information, her many interesting and amusing letters
from Constantinople, Athens and Paris (1799-1805) to her parents in England,
are reproduced in the book "Nisbet of that Ilk" (now out of print) by Robert
Chancellor Nesbitt.

MISS NISBET OF DIRLETON
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To quote Lesley, "What you see is all the 'muso' gets. The melody is
repeated throughout the 'reel' presumably until the dancers 'flake out'."

¥* ¥ *

DEVELOPMENT FUND DONATIONS: Members of the executive take this opportunity to
thank the many members who have given generously to the Development Fund, which
already stands at $429.63. The fund was set up so that we may produce for
posterity, monographs or other suitable works by members.

As mentioned in a previous newsletter, the editorial staff is in the
process of preparing the first four years of newsletters in hardcover. It is
now proposed that as our fifth birthday is here, the book should cover the
first five years (the first 20 newsletters).

It is proposed to include with the newsletters the membership list for each
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year; Nesbitt/ Nisbet arrivals and births marriages and deaths in our
possession; N/Ns from Who's Who in Australia 11lth Edition 1944; N/Ns from Who's
Who in Australia 1985; N/Ns from the Australian Debrett, second edition; N/Ns
from Aldine's History of Queensland 1888, Vol. 2; and N/Ns from the British
Who's Who of 1898.

No price has been fixed, but it is possible that the book will be available
to members for $45.00, including postage. When we are further advanced
members will receive a subscription form and we will take it from there.

* % ¥

SUNNY DARWIN: Graeme and Catherine Nisbet of Mitcham, Victoria, are presently
at Darwin where they are enjoying everyday temperatures of 30 degrees C. and
having a great holiday.

To this stage, they've clocked up 6,500 km (4,039 miles) and they're still
at least 3970 km (2466 miles) from home.

With petrol at $1.03 per litre ($4.68 per imperial gallon) Graeme is of the
opinion that "it causes quite a pain in the hip pocket".

Graeme did 'not say when they were due home. We all hope that they continue
to enjoy their holiday, and wish them a safe journey home.

¥* ¥ 3¢

TREVOR NISBETT: Trevor of Warwick, W.A., manager of the West Coast Eagles Foot-—
ball Club has been quoted in the Melbourne Herald-Sun on several occasions
since the after-match fracas at Princes Park on 22nd June. Sports writers have
spelt his surname three different ways in the various articles I've read, and
not once have they managed to get it right. But what's new!

In Newsletter 18 we wished his club "success, not too much though, and not too
soon". Well, with twelve wins and one loss at this stage of the season they're
going along nicely. I, for one, am not surprised and congratulations are in
order.

Editor.

* ¥ *

RUSSELL. NISBET: From the Melbourne Weekly Times, 19th June 1991, we learn that
at the recent grain awards (112 entries) Russell Nisbet of Mathoura, N.S.W.,
won the major 'soft wheat' award. Along with the winners of the 'hard wheat'
and 'standard wheat' sections he will now go into the the Australian Wheat
Board national final.

Russell is not a society member, however we endeavour to publish material
relating to those who bear the clan name, and we invite members to send to the
editor any tid bit they may come across.

Material by Dot Nesbit, Ascot Vale, Victoria.

¥ ¥ ¥

SKELETONS IN THE N/N CLOSET:
From Belford Parish Registers, Berwickshire, 4th August 17892.

"There were riots at Berwick for some days past on account of surgeons
and others, stealing several dead bodies out of the churchyard. One of the
surgeons was imprisoned, a second gave bail and a third ran off. Their names
were Nesbit, Miller and Yellowy. Several dead bodies were found in Nesbit's
house."

Material by Donald C. Nesbitt, 41 Diamond Road, Pearl Beach, N.S.W. 2256.

* % %



Hearty celebrations for 109th birthday

By VIRGINIA TRIOLI

Who could have believed that
such a loud and joyous veice
could come from the tiny frame
of Victoria’s oldest woman?

But Gertie Nesbitt was cele-
brating her 108th birthday at
Rosden private nursing home,
Burwood East, yesterday, and as
she shouted her thanks to a
crowd of {riends and well-wish-
ers, the pleasure in her voice
carried it ciear across the room.

Miss Nesbitt was shouting
thanks for a life that began in
1882, one that has seen more

than her guests could begin to
imagine. She was surrounded by
friends from her parish church
who could only shake their heads
at her strength.

On such a red-letter day, how
many more birthdays could this
indomitable woman imagine
having? “As many as God allows
me to have,” Miss Nesbitt said.

Miss Nesbitt was born in New-
castle, England, in 1882 and left
school at 14. She worked as a mil-
lner for 12 years and as a typist
for the next 12 years.

Such career flexibility was

described in a congratulatory
speech by the minister responsi-
ble for the aged, Mrs Hogg, as a
good example of muitiskilling.

Miss Nesbitt migrated to Aus-
tralia at the age of 70 to be with
her nephew, her only remaining
relative, She worked as a house-
keeper for a priest well into her
90s.

The nursing staff say Miss
Nesbitt is in good health,
although she needs two hearing
aids. They were amazed last
year at her quick recovery from
a hip operation under a general

anaesthetic. Her doctor
described her as surprisingly
healthy and strong.

“She is a very popular lady and
loves receiving visitors,” said
the director of nursing at the
home, Ms Jean Teh. “She is a
good eater and loves fruit-cake.
You will always find her bed full
of cake crumbs.”

So it was with much relish that
Miss Nesbitt leant forward to cut
a slice of birthday cake yester-
day and them whisper with a
smile, “I love birthdays.”

We were pleased to see Gertie looking so fit, healthy and strong — just as

bright as she was in 1989.

And we wish her many more 'Happy Birthdays'.

Gertie is an Honorary member of the N/N Society. She looks forward to our

newsletters which are read to her by one of the nursing staff.
Article reproduced with permission of the Melbourne Age.
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"St. Abbs",
26 Walnut Road,
North Balwyn, 3104.

Dear N/N's,

Because of many circumstances it became necessary to cancel our
arrangements for our 5th Birthday Party. There was a case of proverbial
measles "that came out all over".

We intend to celebrate this anniversary in the near future but in the
meantime I would like to tell you of our next get—together, which will occur in
August: the 11th to be exact - a Sunday.

We plan a "Yum Cha" at

The Oriental Chalet,

201 Bulleen Road,

Bulleen 3105.
At 1:15 p.m. on Sunday 1lth August 1991.
The cost $15.00 per person. Licensed & B.Y.O.
(Corkage charged).

Members and friends are welcome, but we must have a reply by 4th
August to confirm our numbers.

See you in August

Yours
olila
—

R.S.V.P. 857 5498 4th August'9l.




NOTICE
STH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND BIRTHDAY PARTY

The 5th Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 1l4th September, 1991 at
26 Walnut Road, North Balwyn, Victoria, commencing at 8 p.m.

The business will include:

*¥ A report from the Executive.

* The Financial Report for the Year Ended 31 August, 1991,
* Election of Office Bearers.

*  Fixation of the Annual Subscription for 1991/92.

*  Birthday Party Celebrations
(The Executive recommends that the subscription continue at $12.00).

Members who are unable to attend are invited to send relevant comments or
suggestions to the executive.

R.S.V.P. 6th September 1991

Joy Nisbet 857 5498.
Lesley Nisbet 862 2258.

FEATURE ARTICLE
(This section is reserved for full-length articles of general interest)

This issue of the newsletter sees the second (and concluding) part of
Robert Linford's account of his efforts to trace his Irish ancestry. Read on

to find out how Robert fared when he sought professional assistance for his
endeavour.

"AN ESSAY INTO IRISH NESBITT GENEALOGY"
By Robert J. Linford 0.B.E.

The experience with the International Genealogical Index compelled me to
seek professional help with my research. Since my ancestors were from Northern
Ireland, I turned initially to the Ulster Historical Foundation for assistance.
The Foundation conducted an extensive review of the sources, but with mixed




success.

a) Examination of the Ulster Church registers held by the Public Record
Office, and of the Downpatrick Presbyterian Church in local custody, produced

no evidence of the baptism of my gr. grandfather, James Nesbitt, between
1825/37.

b) The indexes of Irish wills proved in the Diocesan Court prior to 1858
showed the will of William Nesbitt probated in 1810, and that of Robert Nesbitt
probated in 1845, both descendants being residents of Woodgrange.

¢) A list of voters in the Deputy Court Cheque Book for Co. Down 1790 did not
record Nesbitts in Woodgrange, but a later voters' list for the county, 1813-
1821, included William (2), James, Robert and Samuel Nesbitt, all with land in
Woodgrange.

d) The Tithe Applotment Book for Down Parish in 1834 showed that six Nesbitts
paid tithe on substantial properties in the Townland of Woodgrange: James and
Jno. had approximately 53 acres and Wm Nesbitt farmed 71 acres. (The Found-
ation was unable to say whether there were one or two Nesbitts involved here
but concluded that one of them was probably the father of James, b. 1830.)

e) In Drummaul Parish, Co. Antrim, Tithe Book (also dated 1834) the Foundation
found Wm & Jno. Livingston 1living on 59 acres in Groggan and McDowells in
Ballybollen and Craigmore. William, the Foundation considered, was Matilda's
father, but it could not be sure which of the McDowells was her grandfather.

It was also noted that Tho's Nesbit was then living in the townland of Bally-
tresna and the question was raised whether he was related to the Woodgrange
family. The point was made that due to the difficulty of travel in the late
18th and 19th centuries, people tended to marry within their own parishes. It
was speculated that James may have met Matilda when he was visiting an uncle or
cousin in Drummaul Parish.

f) The Valuation Book for Co. Down 1863 showed six Nesbitt families still
living in Woodgrange, many on considerably increased acreages.

g) In the 'Gravestone Inscription' series, published by the Ulster Historical
Foundation, a number of Nesbitt memorials in Presbyterian graveyards were noted

but )none appeared to have any direct connection with the family of James (b.
1830).

h) A search was made of the General Index in the Public Record Office under
Nesbitt, Kirk and Livingstone and any references which were thought to be rel-
evant were checked. These included four Nesbitt leases between 1793 and 1831
for land in Woodgrange. The last concerns William Nesbitt of Woodgrange, his
son Hugh, and James and John Nesbitt, and recites the lease of 1793 which was
given to Hugh Nesbitt by a Cromwell Price. One of the people named in this
lease was William, aged 6 years, son of Robert Nesbitt, and this could have

been) the man who later married Mary Kirk and became the father of James (b.
1830). '

The above summary of the research undertaken by the Ulster Historical
Foundation demonstrates the range of sources available in Ireland for the
genealogist and also their limitations. Despite the extensive nature of the
investigation and the number of avenues pursued, the Foundation was able to do
no more than speculate regarding the possibilties. Taking the most optimistic
view of the findings, it is probably fair to say that the Foundation was able
to show that William Nesbitt, father of James (b. 1830) did indeed come from















